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Rebel Country,

I wish I could be contacting you today with some better news. I've been going back and forth, trying to come up with

the perfect words in response to Governor Walz and the Minnesota State High School League's latest determination

in regard to the school year and the cancellation of spring activities and athletics. The unfortunate reality is that it's

such a struggle because this is uncharted territory. We've never seen anything like this before. There is no blueprint

for handling the cards we've been dealt in the last month, let alone the last 24 hours.

I want to start by saying that I'm in full support of the decisions that have been made for our Minnesota schools. As

always, the mostimportantthingisthe health and safety of our students, and I firmly believe our leaders have acted

in the best interest of our kids given the current circumstances. As an Activities Director, I want more than anything

for our kids to be able to step out there, compete, and proudly represent our school and communities the way they

always have. That said, through it all I've been impressed with the open lines of communication from our leadership.

While some gut-wrenching decisions have had to be made, I know the well-being of our students and student-

athletes has never been in jeopardy. For that, I am thankful.

Unfortunately, that doesn't make this any easier. It's not easy on our schools and communities. It's a challenge for

our staff, coaches, and advisors. It's tough on our parents, and most importantly, it's hard on our kids.

To our underclassmen, stay the course. My hope is that through this challenge, you gain a greater appreciation for

the privilege of participating in high school athletics and activities. While we're unable to compete this season, use

this hurdle as motivation and fuel for the future. I look forward to seeing you get back out there.

To our seniors, we're here with you. I have a hard time putting into words how I feel that you didn't get to finish

your final chapter here. I'm so proud of your dedication to the silver, red, and navy blue. Our programs were the

better for your efforts. While this didn't end the way any of us would have liked, I'm confident in the direction you
all are moving because of the resolve you've shown through this trying time. I look forward to celebrating your future

accomplishments, and thank you for your commitment to USC. You are a special class and you will be missed!

To the USC community, we'll be back. If I've learned anything over the iast few years, it's that the people of Rebel

Country are resilient. The type of people who are willing to help their neighbors and who rise to the occasion when
the going gets tough. I've had the privilege of seeing this firsthand in the face of our most recent adversity, and this

leadership by example is perhaps the most valuable thing our youth will learn from this experience when ail is said

and done.

In a time where there is still so much uncertainty, I'm sure of one thing. We will get through this, and we'll get

through this together. We'll rally and we will fight back. We'll take the hardship, learn from this experience, and end
up on the other side a stronger USC. As we continue to battle one of our toughest opponents, I'm reminded of a line

in our fight song that rings so true. "As Rebels we stand together, showing our might forever". It's what we've always

done here in Rebel Country. I see no reason we'd change that now.

Joe Kuechenmeister

USC Activities Director/Dean of Students
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